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WOW! The power of the Spirit is alive in Erie
as the Open Table movement continues to
break new ground locally, and nationally.
At a National Conference that happened in
July 2018 in Washington, DC, Erie's Open
Table Initiative was recognized for being
truly unique. Gary Blau, the Chief of the
Child, Adolescent and Family Branch of the
Center for Mental Health Services, hosted a
meeting to discuss the benefits of having a
Convening Table in every Open Table
community. The idea of collective social
capital to transform lives, and to champion
the cause, intrigued other System of Care
counties, and our Referral Coordinator and
Convening Table member, Nicole Wells,
spoke to an audience of 20+ to share how
Erie has managed to form the first ever
Convening Table to better serve young
adults aging out of the foster care system.

This concept of having a "governing body" who
serves as an ultimate point of resource for
Mission Leaders and Table Members intrigued
many. Jon Katov, founder of Open Table,
attended a Convening Table meeting in Erie
on August 16th to explore how Erie can
continue to pave the way for other
communities by serving as a pilot community
for model improvements.
The Convening Table is dedicated to the Open
Table model, and its expansion throughout the
county. Monthly meetings focus on
recruitment strategies in order to meet our
goal of launching 10 Tables before June of
2019. Recently we have begun to explore how
to harvest social capital from Table members
in order to provide quality support and social
connectedness to those being served, and
those who serve alongside one another.

Erie County's Open Table

In an effort to continue breaking new ground,
supporting young people, and continuous quality
improvements, the Convening Table in partnership
with Open Table staff will be sending out a short
survey to community members. We are hoping that
this survey can help us create a database of resources
based on your willingness to help Brothers and
Sisters on their journey out of poverty. Questions will
be geared towards individuals and/ or businesses
who many be willing to donate time to a young
person in need to teach a trade, skill, or simply
mentor them.

"IT'S AN
HONOR
TO
SERVE
WITH
YOU"

On a local level we're making some headway with the
expansion of Open Table throughout Erie County.
Beaverdam Mennonite Church in Corry has been
serving a young man since June of 2018. In addition,
thanks to the organizational efforts of Cindy Matta,
Erie First Assembly of God's Mission Leader, two
Tables have launched simultaneously. A young
woman who is aging out of the foster care system has
been identified to be served by Table 1 starting
October 15th, and the search continues for a young
adult for Table 2 to serve later this month.

WHY DO YOU SERVE?
When asked "why do you serve," I simply say, "because
it is right and just. Because throughout my
professional career I have been bound by paperwork,
by productivity, by professional boundaries and time
limits. Having the opportunity to walk alongside a
Brother or Sister in need in a transformational,
relational capacity that has no bounds, is making me
a better person," said an anonymous Table member.

JOIN US!
The Convening Table is determined to launch 7 more
Tables before June of 2019. We are actively seeking
congregations who are willing to become licensed to
host Tables. To learn more about how your
congregation can support young adults, join us at a
Coffee and Conversation on Friday October 19th, 2018
at Panera Bread on Keystone Drive from 8:30 am 9:30 am. Our Referral Coordinator, Nicole Wells, and
our Faith Coordinator, Pastor Randy Carr, will be on
hand to answer any questions you may have about
the model, licensing, or how your congregation can
get involved.

Convening Table member, Andy Kerr, facilitating a meeting
of the minds in July 2018.

For more information visit www.theopentable.org or email us at theopentableerie@gmail.com

